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MEDIA RELEASE: <date>

Contact: <Contact Name & phone number>
<Church name> presents…

The Gospel According to Saint Mark

The Saint Mark’s Gospel will be performed in its entirety by one man at <Church Name> on <Date> at <time>. 

Kingston actor Matthew Gibson, named by The National Post as one of the best actors of 2004, brings The Gospel According to Saint Mark to vivid life upon the stage. Gibson gives what is considered the oldest of the Gospels a dramatic two-hour solo performance, bringing the text alive through a unique blend of storytelling and theatricality.

The story of the life of Jesus Christ – independent of its central role in the Christian faith – is a remarkable tale that has captured the imagination of people of all ages, races, and creeds for millennia. Mark’s gospel focuses on the major events of Jesus’ adult life: his baptism, his ministry and miracles, and his eventual betrayal, crucifixion and resurrection. It is an enlightening, moving, and exciting account which highlights Jesus’ humanity, his humour and his frustration, as well as his wisdom and compassion.

Since its premiere in Kingston in the spring of 2006, this Hope Theatre Projects production has begun touring to churches and other venues. Response to The Gospel According to Saint Mark has been overwhelmingly positive from clergy and laypeople alike, and also from the press. The Kingston Whig Standard calls it “inspiring”, “awe inspiring”, and “a great play.”
“Matthew Gibson is a tour de force in The Gospel According to Saint Mark”, writes Kendra Stanyon in her review for The Queen’s Journal. “It’s difficult to avoid becoming engaged by [his] stellar vocal and physical performance. With no props or costumes, a sparse set and very simple technical effects, actor Gibson is left to his own devices on stage and the result is almost magnetic.” Using only a table, a chair, and the storytelling skills acquired in his 16 years as a professional actor, Gibson transforms this gospel into riveting drama. The Kingston Whig Standard points out, “There is no feeling at all that this is a recitation but instead rather a dramatic conversation with the audience.” It is a spellbinding performance of the tale of the most influential religious figure in Western civilization, a story which is sure to move even the most sceptical audience member with its simple beauty and profundity.  

The text of the performance is taken from the King James Bible of 1611. Published at roughly the same time that Shakespeare’s later tragedies and romances were being written, the King James Bible exhibits a degree of linguistic beauty shared by the other great works of Renaissance literature.

“What is most striking about the production is Gibson’s ability to bring the story to life for a full two hours, embodying countless characters and memorizing what amounts to more than 16,000 words. For even a skilled actor, such a challenge in memorization and characterization would be next to impossible, yet Gibson makes it look easy – one minute he’s a disciple, the next he’s an angry old woman, then suddenly he’s an angry protestor.” 

The dramatic power of Mark’s gospel was first demonstrated by British actor Alec McCowen, who toured the world with his performance more than two decades ago. McCowen observed that "whether or not you are a believer, it is impossible to study St. Mark carefully and not know – without any shadow of doubt – that something amazing happened in Galilee 2,000 years ago." 2
Matthew Gibson explores the Gospel’s historic power anew, bringing his considerable gifts to a fresh approach to the text under the direction of Jennifer Radford Gibson. <Church Name> is proud to present The Gospel According to Saint Mark on <date> at <time>. All are welcome; donations are encouraged. 

More information about the performance is available by calling <phone number>. 

Performance website: www.hopetheatre.com/Gospel.htm


The Gospel According to Saint Mark at <Church name> on <Date> at <Time>

<Church address>







1  Kendra Stanyon, “The Gospel According to Theatre Kingston, ” The Queen’s Journal, April 6, 2006


2 Bruce Buursma, "One-man Gospel Play a Revelation For Actor," Chicago Tribune, January 20, 1981, Tempo section, p. 6.








